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- - - - 
The meeting convened at 1:10 p.m. 

- - - - 
OPENING REMARKS 
 
Chair LaMotte made brief remarks regarding the Academic Decathlon. She noted that Dr. Robert Peterson, 
former Orange County Superintendent of Schools, created the Academic Decathlon in Orange County in 
1968. In addition, she acknowledged the dedication, hard work, and commitment level of principals, 
coaches, and every one involved in the District’s Academic Decathlon. Chair LaMotte introduced  
Dr. Shelley Weston, Assistant Superintendent, Instructional Support Services, who provided a brief 
update on the Academic Decathlon. 
 
RECONGNITON – ACADEMIC DECATHLON 
 
Dr. Weston acknowledged the spirit and hard work of students, parents, community, coaches, and 
teachers participating or supporting the Academic Decathlon. She extended her appreciation to Mr. Cliff 
Ker, Coordinator, Academic Decathlon. Mr. Ker provided a brief history and background of the District’s 
participation in the Academic Decathlon, and highligted that the District’s teams have won ten National 
Championships since 1987. He noted that Mr. David Tokofsky, External Representative, was the first 
coach in the District of a National Championship Decathlon winner. Mr. Ker stated that the District has 
64 teams competing in the largest regional competition in the nation.  
 
Mr. Ker introduced three coaches of Academic Decathlon teams: Mr. Armstrong, Canoga High School; 
Mr. Larry Welch, John Marshall High School; and Mr. Channel, Manual Arts High School. He also 
introduced three former District graduates and former members of the Academic Decathlon teams, who 
shared their experiences and how this program helped them: Mr. Cesar Cortez, graduate from Fremont 
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High School and of UCLA; Ms. Kyara McGee, graduate from Sylmar High School; and Mr. Benjamin 
Farahmand, graduate of El Camino Real High School.  
Committee Members congratulated the students and acknowledged their commitment and hard work. 
Board Member Canter suggested Mr. Ker writing a letter to President Obama regarding the District’s 
Academic Decathlon.  
 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM (IBP) AND THE DISTRICT’S INTERESTED 
SCHOOLS GROUP (ISG) 
 
Dr. Liza Scruggs, Assistant Superintendent Instructional Support Services, made a lengthy presentation 
regarding the International Baccalaureate Programs (IB), and schools interested in becoming part of the 
program; which are formed  into an Interested Schools Group (ISG). In addition, she noted the benefits of 
the program and provided and update of the implementation timeline. The attributes of the program 
include rigorous curriculum and assessments, international education, focus on developing the skills of 
learning, global issues, and intercultural understanding and respect. These elements help students to be 
globally prepared. The International Baccalaureate (IB) consists of three programs: the Primary Years 
Program; the Middle Years Program; and the Diploma Program. The components of the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) include a written curriculum; professional development for teachers; school support, 
and program evaluation. Dr. Scruggs noted that there are approximately 2500 schools and 132 countries 
using this program and the headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland. The District has fifteen schools 
participating in the Interested School Group. She introduced several guest speakers whose schools are 
currently participating in the program, to share their experiences, goals, and objectives.  
 

• Ms. Candie Childress, Principal, Gardena Early Education 
• Ms. Pam Martin, Principal, Community Magnet Charter School 
• Ms. Guadalupe Arellano, Site Coordinator, El Sereno Middle School 
• Dr. Annick Draghi, Principal, Downtown Magnet Middle School 
• Mr. Salvador Velasco, Principal, Eagle Rock Jr./Sr. High School 
• Ms. Delia Estrada, Assistant Principal, Eagle Rock Jr./Sr. High School 

 
Dr. Scruggs responded to questions and concerns from Committee Members. In response to a question 
raised by Dr. Judith Perez, External Representative, Dr. Scruggs noted that funding is a concern, but the 
District is looking into this issue. She mentioned that Superintendent Ray Cortines supports the program. 
 
SPEAKERS 
 
Mr. Bill Ring, Parent Collaborative, and Ms. Yolanda Beckles, parent, supported the IB Program. Mr. 
Ring asked the Committee to provide a pathway for programs like these to students in Local District 3, 
and inform parents. 
 
ALGEBRA IN THE DISTRICT 
 
Ms. Shelley Weston, Assistant Superintendent, Secondary Instruction, briefly outlined this presentation 
and introduced Ms. Jeanne Ramos, Director, Secondary Mathematics, and Mr. Andrew Jenkins, 
Coordinator, Elementary Mathematics. Ms. Ramos and Mr. Jenkins provided an overview of the 
mathematical and algebraic teaching concept, which ensures continued improvement on student 
achievement and increases preparedness for Algebra I to students from Kindergarten to Grade 8. The 
Professional Development component focuses on a balanced curriculum that supports the teaching of 
mathematics skills, conceptual understanding, and problem solving. The concept will enable teachers to 
provide all students, including English Learners (EL), access to core mathematics instruction using 
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instructional conversations, development of academic vocabulary, graphic organizers, visual tools, and 
cooperative learning.  
 
Ms. Weston, Ms. Ramos, and Mr. Jenkins responded to questions and concerns from Committee 
Members. Chair LaMotte invited Ms. Weston, Ms. Ramos, and Mr. Jenkins to bring back this item to a 
future meeting.  
 
SPEAKERS 
 
Ms. Zella Knight, Parent Representative, supported this program. In addition, she addressed the 
Committee regarding the Black History Resolution in reference to assessment and monitoring.  
 

- - - - 
The adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 

- - - - 
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1. Opening Remarks Marguerite LaMotte, Chairperson 5 min.   
 
2. Recognition – Academic Decathlon Dr. Shelley Weston  15 min
  Assistant Superintendent 
  Secondary Instruction  
  Cliff Ker, Coordinator, Academic Decathlon 
   
3. International Baccalaureate Program and Dr. Liza Scruggs, Assistant Superintendent 30 min 
 LAUSD’s Interested Schools Group (ISG) Instructional Support Services and  
  ISG Representatives  
 
4. Algebra in LAUSD Dr. Shelley Weston 30 min
  Assistant Superintendent  
  Secondary Instruction and 
  Jeanne Ramos, Director, Secondary Math 
  Dr. Norma Baker, Director, Elementary Math 
   
5. Speakers – Persons who wish to address this committee may sign-up at this meeting. 
 
6. Adjournment 
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The Committee may consider and act upon motions, Board Reports, or other business referred to it by the Board of Education or Committee of the Whole, 
with respect to any properly posted matter at a meeting immediately preceding this committee meeting, where the time between that meeting and this 
committee meeting is less than 72 hours.  Members of the public are encouraged to review the order of business or agenda for the meeting of the Board of 
Education or Committee of the Whole. “For more information, go to http://www.laschoolboard.org, Curriculum and Instruction Committee.” 

- - - - 
Requests for disability related modifications or accommodations should be made 24 hours prior to the meeting to the Board Secretariat at 
333 S. Beau dry Ave., 24th Floor, Los Angeles, CA, 90017 or by calling (213) 241-7002 or toll free (877) 772-6273. 

- - - - 
If you or you organization is seeking to influence a purchasing, policy, site selection or any other LAUSD decision, registration may be required under the 
District's Lobbying Disclosure Code.   Please visit www.lausd.net/ethics <http://www.lausd.net/ethics> to determine if you need to register or call the 
LAUSD Ethics Office at:  213-241-3330.  

 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Board of Education, including those submitted after the initial distribution of materials, are 
available for public inspection at the Security Desk on the first floor of the Administrative Headquarters, at the meeting, and at: 
http://beta.laschoolboard.org/node/115 
 


