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Air Pollution Working Groups

• Four groups:  
• Interagency 

• Filtration

• Transportation and Bussing

• Outdoor Exposure

– Over 50 experts from:
– LAUSD

– EPA

– ARB

– AQMD

– LA County Health

– UCLA/USC

– Industry



• Convene smaller, more focused groups for 
technical recommendations

• Gather support from community and other 
school districts

• Draft potential legislation to address air 
pollution at schools

Interagency Group 

Recommendations



• EPA study in Las Vegas at 3 schools near US 
95 freeway

• Pollutant concentrations in classrooms depend on season, 
time of day, traffic volume, doors/windows 

• Wind direction and sound walls provide minimal mitigation

• AQMD study at Del Amo ES , Dominguez ES 
(LAUSD), and Hudson ES (LBUSD)

• Preliminary results indicate high efficiency filters that fit into 
existing HVAC systems are effective at reducing particulate 
pollution

• Filters only effective if doors/windows closed and HVAC 
system is on

Recent Filtration Studies



Particulates

– Upgrade HVAC filters

• May be a cost-effective solution based on current technology

• 80%-85% efficient for all particle sizes based on preliminary results

• HVAC systems with upgraded filters should be kept on at all times 
when classrooms occupied

• Doors and windows should remain closed at all times

– Adapt HVAC schedule to reduce pollutant loading in mornings

– Seal buildings 

Gases

– Carbon filters available for some gases, but much less effective 
(<50%) and more expensive

– May require additional modifications to existing equipment

Filtration Group 

Recommendations / Findings



–Replace older vehicles with new 

vehicles with cleaner technologies 

– Identify methods to reduce vehicle miles 

travelled for District fleet (underway)

Transportation Group 

Recommendations



• Reduce outdoor physical activity during 

rush hour for schools near high-traffic 

roadways

• Sign up highest priority schools with 

AQMD air quality flag program

• Design school additions to provide buffer 

zones 

• Investigate feasibility of adding pollutant-

reducing vegetation (trees)

Discussion for 

Outdoor Exposure Group





• Support emission reduction legislation

– Upcoming ARB Truck and Bus rule

– Port truck rules

• Draft legislation to provide funding at 

state/federal level to reduce exposure at schools 

until tighter emission controls available

• Implement recommendations within District 

• Conduct further analysis and business case 

analysis to quantify impact on District budgets.

Next Steps


