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AFFIRMATIONS AND ASSURANCES   
 
CHAMPS Charter High School for the Arts ς Multimedia and Performing (also referred to herein as 
ά/I!at{έ and ά/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭέύ shall:  
 

¶ Be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations. 
(California Education Code (hereinafter ά9ŘΦ /ƻŘŜέύ § 47605(d)(1).) 

 

¶ Not charge tuition. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(1).) 
 

¶ Not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of disability, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic that 
is contained in the definition of hate crimes set forth in section 422.55 of the Penal Code. (Ed. Code 
§ 47605(d)(1); Ed. Code § 220.) 

 

¶ Except as provided in Education Code section 47605(d)(2), admission to a charter school shall not be 
determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or legal guardian, 
within this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter 
school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who 
reside within the former attendance area of that school. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(1).) 

 

¶ Admit all pupils who wish to attend Charter School. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(2)(A).) 
 

¶ Except for existing pupils of Charter School, determine attendance by a public random drawing if the 
number of pupils who wish to attend Charter School exceeds Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ capacity. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending Charter School and pupils who reside in the Los 
Angeles Unified School District (also referred to herein as ά[!¦{5έ and ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέύΦ (Ed. Code § 
47605(d)(2)(B).) 

 

¶ If a pupil is expelled or leaves Charter School without graduating or completing the school year for 
any reason, Charter School shall notify the superintendent of the school district of the ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ last 
known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of 
the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and health 
information. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(3).) 

 

¶ Meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Education 
Code sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil 
assessments applicable to pupils in non-charter public schools. (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(1).) 

 

¶ Consult, on a regular basis, with Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ parents, legal guardians, and teachers regarding 
the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ educational programs. (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(2).)   

 
Charter School hereby declares that Charter School, operated as or by its nonprofit public benefit 
corporation, is and shall be the exclusive public school employer of Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ employees for the 
purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act (EERA), Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 
3540) of Division 4 of Title I of the Government Code. Charter School shall comply with all provisions of 
the EERA and shall act independently from LAUSD for collective bargaining purposes. In accordance with 
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the EERA, employees may join and be represented by an organization of their choice for collective 
bargaining purposes. 
 
NOTE: This Charter contains specific ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Required [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ (DRL), including the Assurances, 
Affirmations, and Declarations section above. The DRL should be highlighted in gray within each Charter 
element or section. The final section of the Charter provides a consolidated addendum of the DRL. This 
intentional redundancy facilitates efficient charter petition review while ensuring ready access to the 
DRL for any given section of the Charter. To the extent that any inconsistency may exist between any 
provision contained within the body of the Charter and the DRL contained in the addendum, the 
provisions of the DRL addendum shall control.  
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ELEMENT 1 ɀ THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
 
ά¢ƘŜ educational program of the charter school, designed, among other things, to identify those 
whom the charter school is attempting to educate, what it means to be an άŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ in the 
21st century, and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the 
objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΦέ (Ed. Code § 
47605(b)(5)(A)(i).) 
 
ά¢ƘŜ annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of pupils identified 
pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of 
Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the 
charter school, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify 
additional school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to 
achieve those ƎƻŀƭǎΦέ (Ed. Code § 47605(b)(5)(A)(ii).) 
 
άLŦ the proposed charter school will  serve high school pupils, a description of the manner in which the 
charter school will  inform parents about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and 
the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school 
that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered 
transferable and courses approved by the University of California or the California State University as 
creditable under the ά!έ to άDέ admissions criteria may be considered to meet college entrance 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ (Ed. Code § 47605(b)(5)(A)(iii).) 
 
LOCAL CONTROL FUNDING FORMULA (LCFF) AND LOCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN (LCAP) 
 
Charter School acknowledges and agrees that it must comply with all applicable laws and regulations 
related to AB 97 (2013) (Local Control Funding Formula), as they may be amended from time to time, 
which include the requirement that Charter School shall annually submit a Local Control and 
Accountability Plan (LCAP)/annual update to the Los Angeles County Superintendent of Schools and the 
Charter Schools Division (CSD) on or before July 1. In accordance with Education Code sections 47604.33 
and 47606.5, Charter School shall annually update its goals and annual actions to achieve those goals 
identified in the charter pursuant to Education Code section 47605(b)(5)(A)(ii), using the Local Control 
and Accountability Plan template adopted by the State Board of Education, as it may be changed from 
time to time. Charter School shall comply with all requirements of Education Code section 47606.5, 
including but not limited to the requirement that Charter School άǎƘŀƭƭ consult with teachers, principals, 
administrators, other school personnel, parents, and pupils in developing the local control and 
accountability plan and annual update to the local control and accountability ǇƭŀƴΦέ (Ed. Code § 
47606.5(e).) 
 
ACADEMIC CALENDAR AND SCHEDULES 
 
Charter School shall offer, at a minimum, the number of minutes of instruction set forth in Education 
Code section 47612.5, and the number of school days required by California Code of Regulations, title 5, 
section 11960.   
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MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT 
 
Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements of the California Mathematics Placement 
Act of 2015. 
 
TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN 
 
Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements regarding transitional kindergarten. For 
purposes of admission to Charter School, transitional kindergarten shall be considered a part of 
kindergarten, and therefore students enrolled in transitional kindergarten at Charter School shall be 
considered existing students of Charter School for purposes of Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ admissions, enrollment, 
and lottery.   
 
HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAMINATION  
 
Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements of Education Code sections 60850 ς 60859, 
including but not limited to the requirements of sections 60851.6 and 60852.3. 
 
WASC ACCREDITATION 
 
If Charter School serves students in grades 9-12, before Charter School graduates its first class of 
students, Charter School shall obtain, and thereafter maintain, Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC) accreditation. 
 
ENGLISH LEARNERS 
 
Charter School shall identify potential English Learners in a timely manner in accordance with all 
applicable legal requirements. Charter School must provide all English Learners with an effective English 
language acquisition program that also affords meaningful and equitable access to Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ core 
academic curriculum. Instructional plans for English Learners must be (1) based on sound educational 
theory; (2) adequately supported with trained teachers and appropriate materials and resources; and (3) 
periodically evaluated to make sure the program is successful and modified when the program is not 
successful.   
 
On an annual basis, upon request, Charter School shall submit a certification to the LAUSD Charter 
Schools Division (CSD) that certifies that Charter School has adopted and is implementing either the 
LAUSD English Learner Master Plan or Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ own English Learner (EL) Master Plan. If Charter 
School chooses to implement its own EL Master Plan, the plan shall provide a detailed description of 
Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ EL program, and shall address the following:  
 

¶ How Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ EL Master Plan provides all of its English Learners, including but not 
limited to Long Term English Learners (LTELs) with an effective English language acquisition 
program as well as meaningful and equitable access to Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ core academic 
curriculum 

¶ How English [ŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ specific needs will be identified 

¶ What services will be offered 

¶ How, where, and by whom the services will be provided 
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¶ How Charter School will evaluate its EL program each year, and how the results of this 
evaluation will be used to improve the program, including the provision of EL services 

 
Each year, Charter School shall provide to the CSD a report on its annual evaluation of the effectiveness 
of its EL program. Upon request, Charter School shall provide a copy of its current EL Master Plan to the 
CSD. 
 
Charter School shall administer the CELDT/ELPAC annually in accordance with federal and state 
requirements.  
 
Charter School shall reclassify English Learners in accordance with federal and state requirements. 
 
Charter School shall provide parent outreach services and meaningfully inform parents with limited 
English proficiency of important information regarding Charter School matters to the same extent as 
other parents. 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
Federal Law Compliance 
Charter School shall adhere to all provisions of federal law related to students with disabilities including, 
but not limited to, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004. 
 
Special Education Program 
Charter School shall ensure that no student otherwise eligible to enroll in Charter School shall be denied, 
directly or indirectly, admission due to a disability or to Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ inability to provide necessary 
services. Charter School acknowledges that policies and procedures are in place to ensure the 
recruitment, enrollment, service, and retention of students with disabilities at LAUSD-authorized charter 
schools, including Charter School.  
 
Prior to LAUSD Board of Education approval of an initial Charter petition, and if a renewing Charter 
School intends to operate as a άǎŎƘƻƻƭ of the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ for special education services, Charter School shall 
execute a Memorandum of Understanding όάah¦έύ by and between LAUSD and Charter School 
regarding the provision and funding of special education services consistent with applicable state law 
and the LAUSD Special Education Local Plan Area όά{9[t!έύ Local Plan for Special Education  and shall be 
considered a άǇǳōƭƛŎ school of the 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ for purposes of Special Education pursuant to Education 
Code Section 47641(b).  However, Charter School reserves the right to make written verifiable 
assurances that it may become an independent local educational agency (LEA) and join a SELPA 
pursuant to Education Code Section 47641 (a) either on its own or with a grouping of charter school 
LEAs as a consortium following the requirements of Education Code section 56195.3(b).  
 
SELPA Reorganization  
The Los Angeles Unified School District is approved to operate as a single-District SELPA under the 
provisions of Education Code section 56195.1(a). As a single-District SELPA, the District has created two 
charter school sections (District-operated Programs and Charter-operated Programs) under the 
administration of one single Administrative Unit pursuant to a reorganization plan approved by the 
Board of Education on January 4, 2011 (149/10-11). Full implementation of the reorganized LAUSD 
SELPA commenced in the 2013-2014 school year requiring all District-authorized charter schools to elect 
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one of the three options available under the LAUSD SELPA. Prior to an option election, all District-
authorized charter schools were required to participate as a school of the District under the District-
Operated Programs Unit. Prior to the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year, all District-authorized 
charter schools, other than those that had previously executed an Option 3 Memorandum of 
Understanding όάah¦έύΣ were required to execute a new MOU setting forth the LAUSD SELPA option 
election for the remainder of the charter petition term. The Charter-operated Program schools do not 
have LEA status for the purposes of special education but will function in a similar role in that each 
charter school will be responsible for all special education requirements, including but not limited to 
services, placement, due process, related services, special education classes, and special education 
supports. Charter schools that have elected to participate in a District-operated programs option may 
apply for membership in the Charter-operated Program section of the SELPA. Charter schools accepted 
for participation in the Charter-operated Programs section receive support from a Special Education 
Director for the Charter-operated Programs.  
 
Modified Consent Decree Requirements 
All charter schools approved by the LAUSD Board of Education are bound by and must adhere to the 
terms, conditions and requirements of the Chanda Smith Modified Consent Decree όάa/5έύ and other 
court orders imposed upon the District pertaining to special education. The MCD is a consent decree 
entered in a federal court class action lawsuit initially brought on behalf of students with disabilities in 
LAUSD. It is an agreement of the parties approved by the federal court and monitored by a court-
appointed independent monitor. The MCD includes nineteen statistically measurable outcomes and 
facilities obligations that the District has to achieve to disengage from the MCD and federal court 
oversight. All charter schools are required to use the 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Special Education Policies and Procedures 
Manual and Welligent, the District-wide web-based software system used for online Individualized 
Education Programs όάL9tǎέύ and tracking of related services provided to students during the course of 
their education. 
 
As part of fulfilling the 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ obligations under the MCD, student level data requests from District-
operated and Charter-operated charter schools are made on a regular basis. The requested data must 
be submitted in the Office of the Independent aƻƴƛǘƻǊΩǎ όάhLaέύ required format in accordance with 
the hLaΩǎ required timelines and as follows: 
 

  End of Year Suspension 
 

District ID, SSIS ID, last name, first name, date of birth, gender, grade, date of suspension, 
number of days suspended, and reason for suspension.  
 

 Statewide Assessment Data   
 

The standard file including District ID.  
 

 Norm day 
District ID, SSIS ID, last name, first name, date of birth, gender, grade, location code, school 
name and local district for all students enrolled on norm day.  
 

  CBEDS  
 

 All Students enrolled as of December 1 of each school year  
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District ID, SSIS ID, last name, first name, date of birth, gender, grade, location code, school 
name and local district for all students enrolled on norm day.  
 

  Dropout 
District ID, SSIS ID, last name, first name, middle name, date of birth, grade, last location, school 
name and local district  
 

 Monthly SESAC and Suspension data  
 

 Graduation roster from all charter schools with 12th grade students with disabilities  
 
The MCD requires charter schools to implement the 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ integrated student information system, 
which is currently referred to as My Integrated Student Information System (MiSiS). MiSiS is a suite of 
applications which is designed to capture all District student data. All charter schools are required to 
utilize MiSiS directly or interface with MiSiS via a web based Application Programming Interface (API) in 
compliance with the requirements of the MCD and applicable timelines. Upon charter school full 
utilization of MiSiS either directly or via a web based API, the list of required data above will 
automatically be captured within MiSiS. 
 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

Å The contact person for Charter School is: Linda Pierce, Principal/Director 

Å The contact address for Charter School is: 6842 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys, CA 
91405 

Å The contact phone number for Charter School is: 818-994-7614 

Å The proposed address or target community of Charter School is: 6842 Van Nuys Bl., Van Nuys, CA 91405 

Å This location is in LAUSD Board District: District 6 

Å This location is in LAUSD Local District:  Northeast 

Å The grade configuration of Charter School is: 9-12 

Å The number of students in the first year will be: 788 

Å The grade level(s) of the students in the first year will be: 9-12 

Å Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ scheduled first day of instruction in 2020-21 is:  August 18, 2020 

Å The enrollment capacity is: 
(Enrollment capacity is defined as the total number of students 
who may be enrolled in Charter School regardless of student 
residency). 

1000 (950 site-based, 50 Independent 
Study) 

Å The type of instructional calendar (e.g. traditional/year-round, 
single track/multi-track, extended day/year) will be: 

Traditional 

ω The bell schedule for Charter School will be:  8:15 a.m. -3:09 on Monday (H day) 
 8:15 a.m. ς 3:30 p.m. on Tues. - Friday 
(A/B block days)         

Å The term of this charter shall be from:  July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2025 
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B. COMMUNITY NEED FOR CHARTER SCHOOL 
 
CHAMPS Charter High School for the Arts ς Multi-media and Performing (άCHAMPSΣέ) also referred to as 
ά/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ herein) is a public charter school authorized by the Los Angeles Unified School District 
όά[!¦{5έ or ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέύ, which first opened in September 2005. CHAMPS is organized into eight 
Academies that provide students with extended periods and opportunities in a variety of subject areas: 
Dance, Music, Drama, Digital Media, Digital Cinema, Liberal Arts, Robotics and Written Arts. Each 
student is a member of a single academy. In 2020, we will be expanding our existing Career and 
Technical Education όά/¢9έύ program and the Arts, Media, and Entertainment pathway to include an 
academy option in Programming and Game Design, both to meet student demand and provide 
increased access to robust computer science courses to meet 21st century career needs, and changing 
the name of our άLiberal !Ǌǘǎέ Academy to άDƭƻōŀƭ Impact.έ  All of our arts-infused programs are the 
cornerstone of our school's mission to "educate, guide, and inspire creative and critical thinking through 
artistic experience." 
 
The opportunities that we provide our young artists are unparalleled as ǿŜΩǾŜ acquired both local and 
national recognition while pursuing our mission. CHAMPS is proud of the awards and recognition our 
students and school have received over the past years: 
 

¶ CHAMPS graduated its 10th senior class in June 2018 with a 91% graduation rate (higher than the 
LAUSD average of 80%). On the SATs, 84% of our 12th graders met the SAT ELA Benchmark, 
stronger than all of the 20 Resident Schools LAUSD has identified as comparisons for our 
performance (including those serving significant gifted student populations), and 28 
percentage points higher than the LAUSD average (56%). On the math portion of the SAT, 44% 
of CHAMPS students met the SAT benchmark, higher than 16 of the 20 Resident Schools (with 
the exception, not surprisingly, of schools that have significant GATE populations), 13 
percentage points higher than the LAUSD average (31%). Notably, these outcomes translate 
directly into college admissions: 56% of /I!at{Ω 2018 graduates were admitted to four-year 
colleges and universities, and another 44% were admitted to two-year programs.  In 2019, 52% 
were admitted to four-year programs and 46% were admitted to 2-year colleges/universities.   
 

¶ CHAMPS alumni have won prestigious scholarships from Gates Millennium Scholars, Posse 
Scholars and QuestBridge Scholars.   This year our QuestBridge Scholar was awarded a four-
year scholarship to Pomona College. CHAMPS graduates have been admitted to many of the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ top colleges and universities including all nine UCs, all CSUs to which applications were 
submitted (21/23), California Institute of the Arts, San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 
Tuskegee University, New York University, University of Michigan, Rhode Island School of 
Design, Brandeis University, and many more.. This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ valedictorian is going to Stanford 
University. 

 
¶ Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) in 2016 awarded CHAMPS a full six-year 

accreditation.  A comprehensive two-day midterm visit in 2019, reaffirmed our accreditation 
through the end of cycle in June 2022.  The Visiting Committee commended CHAMPS on 
άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ and measurable progress in all areas as identified in the previous WASC ǾƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
(WASC Visiting Committee Report, 2019) 
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¶ U.S. News & World Report evaluated more than 20,500 high schools around the country and 
identified CHAMPS as a top-ranked charter school and among the top 40% of schools nationally 
ranked, awarding us the Best High School badge in 2019. 

 
¶ Daily News Readers Choice voted CHAMPS as the Favorite Charter School in Los Angeles and the 

San Fernando Valley in 2018.   
 
¶ NAMM Foundation (National Association of Music Merchants) honored CHAMPS in 2018 and 

2019 as one of 98 schools across the country with the SupportMusic Merit Award. Our Advanced 
Vocal Ensemble made their Carnegie Hall debut in 2019 as the featured choir - including 
featured soloist - for the WorldStride Festival. Our Instrumental music plays consistently for 
community events across Los Angeles, including the Light Up The Blues Concert for Autism 
Speaks, Sherman Oaks Street Fair, and Van Nuys Arts Festival.  Senator Feinstein awarded us a 
U.S. Senate Certificate of Commendation in 2019 for our commitment to supporting music 
education. 

 

¶ The Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) World Dance Competition was held in New York in 2018, 
where CHAMPS competed against the best dancers from Portugal, Korea, China, and Japan.   We 
scored 92 out of 100 points. Our Dance Academy graduates in the Class of 2019 boast 37 college 
acceptances and over $1.2M in merit and artistic scholarships. 

 
¶ VEX Robotics World Championships were held in Louisville, KY in 2019, where our Robotics 

Academy competition team, Spur-Flys, placed as a Top 12 Division Finalist. There were over 
30,000 teams across the world trying to qualify for World Championships over the course of this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ season. Our Spur-Flys are ranked #12 in the World and are two-time World Champions! 

 

¶ Outstanding Speaker Debate Awards at the Los Angeles Metropolitan Debate League City 
Championship at USC in 2019 were given to students in our Liberal Arts academy. Additionally, 
at the Citibank Financial Literacy Debate at USC awarded CHAMPS students with $500 
scholarships for rising to the top out of 106 other competitors in the championship. Our team 
was tasked with learning an entire financial curriculum in under three weeks. 

 

¶ Drama Teachers Association of Southern California (DTASC) Festival in 2018 proved to be a 
very successful competition run for our Theatre Academy students. Three student entries made 
it all the way to finals, Top 10 in their categories with 70 schools in attendance. Students 
received honorable mentions in the Audition Monologue, Small Group Drama, and Student 
Original categories. 

 

¶ The August Wilson Monologue Competition recognized one of our talented students in 2019 as 
she competed in New York City in the August Wilson Monologue National Finals. 

 

¶ California Council of Economic Education selected CHAMPS teacher, Eunice Lee, as Teacher of 
the Year in 2017. 

 

¶ In interscholastic athletics, CHAMPS competes as an associate member in the CIF LA section. We 
offer competitive sports for our students in boys and girls basketball, cross country, boys and 
girls volleyball, cheer and flag football. 
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SCHOOL PERFORMANCE OVER CURRENT CHARTER TERM 
 
Academic Performance Data and Other Absolute and Comparative Performance Indicators 
 
According to current California law and District policy, a charter school άǎƘŀƭƭέ meet the following 
criteria set forth in Education Code section 47607(b)(4) prior to receiving a charter renewal:  CHAMPS 
academic performance is at least equal to the academic performance of the public schools that the 
charter school pupils would otherwise have been required to attend, as well as the academic 
performance of the schools in the school district in which the charter school is located, taking into 
account the composition of the pupil population that is served at the charter school.  
 
As noted in the Ed Code, ά¢ƘŜ determination made pursuant to this paragraph shall be based upon all of 
the following: (i) Documented and clear and convincing data; (ii) Pupil achievement data from 
assessments, including, but not limited to, the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program established 
by Article 4 (commencing with Section 60640) of Chapter 5 of Part 33 for demographically similar pupil 
populations in the comparison schools; (iii) Information submitted by the charter ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ  (Cal. Ed. Code 
§ 47607(b)(4)(B). 
 
CHAMPS school campuses are located on Van Nuys Blvd. on two adjacent properties.  The main campus 
occupies the first five floors of the Phoenix Building at 6842 Van Nuys Blvd.  The South Campus, located 
at 6818 Van Nuys Blvd houses five classrooms on the ground floor.  As part of this charter renewal 
process, [!¦{5Ωǎ Office of Data & Accountability prepared a Data Set (άh5! Data Setέ) that identified 20 
άwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ our students otherwise would attend, along with four ά{ƛƳƛƭŀǊ SchoolsΦέ1 
 
As for the 20 Resident Schools identified by the Office of Data & Accountability, we first note that ODA 
includes every school that has at least 10 students enrolled at CHAMPS, equivalent to as low as 1.25% of 
/I!at{Ω enrollment ς not a statistically significant percentage.  As with the Similar Schools, some of the 
Resident Schools included in the ODA Data Set have selective admissions programs for gifted or highly 
gifted students and are not true άƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘέ schools:  North Hollywood Senior High (33.67% GATE), 
Van Nuys Senior High (32.49% GATE enrollment), Taft Charter High School (31.94% GATE), and Ulysses S. 
Grant Senior High (18.01% GATE).  A fifth Resident School, Grover Cleveland Charter High, does not 
appear to have a gifted/highly gifted or SAS program,2 yet more than one-third of its total student 
enrollment (35.09%) are students who have been designated GATE.  Overall, the median GATE 
enrollment at these 20 Resident Schools reported by LAUSD is 18.24% -- the weighted average, tied to 
enrollment numbers, is 22%.  This compares to [!¦{5Ωǎ overall GATE enrollment of 9.5%, while 
/I!at{Ω GATE enrollment is 5.87%.3     
 
Because these schools report test, graduation and other data as a whole school, without segregating out 
their GATE programs or Schools of Advanced Studies (SAS, also designed for advanced students), this 

                                                 
1 We understand that the Similar Schools are based on schools that the California Department of Education (CDE) listed in 2012 as comparable 
to CHAMPS in demographics, under the old Academic Performance Index program.  Respectfully, we believe this basis for determining άǎƛƳƛƭŀǊέ 
schools is misplaced.  Notably, two of these schools -- Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet and Dr. Richard Vladovic Harbor Teacher Prep -- are 
among the highest performing high schools in the entire state and base their enrollment on a selective admissions process, evidenced by their 
disproportionate enrollment of Gifted and Talented (GATE) students:  41.7% of enrollment is GATE at Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet and 
57.84% of students at Dr. Richard Vladovic Harbor Teacher Prep are GATE. We thus focus our analysis here on the άwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ Schools CHAMPS 
students otherwise would have attended based on their home addresses. 
2 Determining which schools have these programs or other magnets can at times be challenging, as many do not clearly note all of their 
programs on their own websites, and LAUSD does not specifically distinguish these schools from other άǘȅǇƛŎŀƭέ resident schools in various 
lists/web resources.   
3 ODA Data Set, page 12. 
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appears to present an unleveled playing field for CHAMPS or any other charter school in comparison, as 
the schools are still considered άwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ schools by virtue of the fact that some of their enrollment is 
determined by local neighborhood address.   
 
With that crucial context, the following table lists the top home district schools our students would 
otherwise be required to attend and their demographics, followed by an analysis of the data from these 
schools compared to CHAMPS: 

 
School Total 

Enroll-
ment 

2018-19 

FRPL GATE* EL SpEd Latino Black White 

CHAMPS 779 54% 6% 3% 14% 41% 10% 40% 

Resident Schools 
  

 
     

Birmingham Community Charter High 3,165 86% 22% 9% 12% 84% 5% 5% 

Cesar Chavez Learning Academies - 
Academy of Scientific Exploration 
(ASE)** 

447 88% 16% 9% 15% 94% 1% 4% 

Cesar Chavez Learning Academies - 
Social Justice Humanitas Academy** 

521 93% 17% 7% 9% 97% 2% 1% 

Cesar Chavez Learning Academies - 
Technology Preparatory Academy** 

339 95% 7% 19% 17% 94% 4% 2% 

East Valley Senior High 522 88% 8% 25% 22% 90% 4% 4% 

Grover Cleveland Charter High** 3,115 68% 35% 10% 10% 60% 4% 17% 

James Monroe High** 2,071 90% 13% 24% 15% 89% 4% 3% 

John H. Francis Polytechnic** 2,639 91% 18% 13% 14% 91% 1% 3% 

North Hollywood Senior High** 2,522 74% 34% 9% 11% 68% 4% 17% 

Northridge Academy High 1,062 73% 19% 4% 17% 71% 3% 14% 

Panorama High 1,135 95% 10% 23% 14% 89% 2% 3% 

Reseda Senior High** 1,362 84% 19% 17% 22% 71% 6% 14% 

Robert Fulton College Preparatory 1,443 95% 10% 23% 14% 88% 2% 3% 

San Fernando Senior High** 2,080 91% 17% 11% 14% 96% 2% 2% 

Sylmar Biotech Health Academy** 267 100% 12% 10% 15% 95% 1% 2% 

Sylmar Charter High** 1,552 88% 19% 12% 14% 94% 1% 3% 

Taft Charter High** 2,338 63% 32% 5% 12% 39% 9% 42% 

Ulysses S. Grant Senior High** 1,986 86% 18% 16% 13% 54% 3% 38% 

Valley Academy of Arts and Sciences 1,070 67% 22% 4% 20% 58% 5% 24% 

Van Nuys Senior High** 2,634 78% 32% 12% 9% 64% 4% 12% 

Resident Schools Average 1,614 82% 22% 12% 13% 75% 4% 13% 

*GATE Enrollment for 2017-18 School Year, sourced from ODA Data Set. 
**Includes one or more magnet programs, including selective gifted/highly gifted magnets, and/or School of Advanced Studies. 

(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 
 
  

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
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California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress όά/!!{ttέ)  
On the 2018 CAASPP in English Language Arts (ELA), /I!at{Ω students exactly matched the Resident 
Schools weighted average, with 55% Met/Exceeded;4 /I!at{Ω 55% is two points higher than the 
reported Median of the 20 Resident Schools of 53%.  (ODA Data Set.)  CHAMPS matched or 
outperformed 11 of the 20 Resident Schools.  CHAMPS also outperformed the district-wide average for 
[!¦{5Ωǎ 11th graders by four percentage points in ELA (55% compared to 51%).   
 

CAASPP OVERALL ς ELA 

 
(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 

 
In math, CHAMPS performed below the Resident Schools ς nine of which include a STEM/STEAM 
magnet program -- (14% Met/Exceeded at CHAMPS compared to 27% Resident {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ average, or the 
Median of 24%) and the District-wide average for 11th graders (23%).  We are encouraged that 
preliminary (not yet published) results indicated that on the 2019 CAASPPS, our Math Met/Exceeded 
rate increased eleven percentage points to 25%, though there clearly is much more room for growth.  
(Our ELA rates show a slight dip one point to 54% Met/Exceeded.)  Notably, as described in more detail 
below, on the SATs, CHAMPS 12th graders have outperformed LAUSD averages in both ELA and Math, 
with 84% of CHAMPS students meeting English benchmarks in 2017-18 SAT exams (compared to 56% 
across LAUSD) and 44% meeting benchmarks in math, compared to 31% across LAUSD.5 
 
  

                                                 
4 While the ODA Data Sets include the Median for the Resident Schools, we believe a weighted average presents a more accurate summary 
view of the data, particularly since the school sizes included on the list vary in enrollment from 267 students to 3,165 students.  Each reported 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ test results are themselves an average/mean of all of the tested students at the school, thus it seems to flow naturally to use the 
mean, or average, in analyzing the results across different schools. 
5 https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/satactap/CollegeTest?cdscode=19647330108878&CollegeTest=sat&year=2017-18 

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/satactap/CollegeTest?cdscode=19647330108878&CollegeTest=sat&year=2017-18
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CAASPP OVERALL ς MATH 

 
(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 

 
California Dashboard όά5CSέύ Results 
 
Under the new California Dashboard system, ά5CSέ measures how far the average student is from 
meeting the grade-level standard, or the ά5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ from Standard,έ thus encompassing all ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
scores and not just those who are Met/Exceeded.  In ELA, CHAMPS outperformed the Resident Schools 
average by six points (13 compared to 7), and dramatically outpaced [!¦{5Ωǎ district-wide average for 
11th graders by 42 points (13 compared to -29).  CHAMPSΩǎ DFS is higher than 11 of the 20 Resident 
Schools in ELA, though if the four schools with gifted/highly gifted/SAS programs are removed, as 
illustrated in the second chart, CHAMPS numbers are even more impressive, outperforming the 
Resident Schools average without the gifted schools by 17 points (13 compared to -4).  
 
DFS ALL SCHOOLS ς ELA       DFS WITHOUT GIFTED PROGRAM SCHOOLS ς ELA  

 

(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 
 
In Math, CHAMPSΩǎ DFS matches or is stronger than six of the Resident Schools, but falls behind both the 
Resident Schools average (-110 compared to -76) and [!¦{5Ωǎ district-wide average for 11th graders  

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
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(-59.)  Excluding the four Resident Schools with gifted/highly gifted/SAS programs (second chart below), 
the Resident Schools average decreases to -87.   
 
DFS ALL SCHOOLS ς MATH         DFS WITHOUT GIFTED SCHOOLS ς MATH 

(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 
 
When calculating an Overall DFS that averages both ELA and Math scores together (DFS Average), 
CHAMPS is the same or higher than nine of the 20 Resident Schools and 14 points from the Overall 
Average DFS score of all Resident Schools (-49 compared to -35), and nine points from [!¦{5Ωǎ district-
wide Overall Average DFS for 11th graders of -44.  This margin is decreased to just a three point gap 
when we remove the four schools with gifted/highly gifted/SAS programs (second chart below).  In 
other words, overall, considering all students tested including those from Not Met to Exceeded, and 
using only the 16 comparison Resident Schools that do not have gifted/highly gifted/SAS programs, 
/I!at{Ω performance is almost exactly the same as these ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ average on the 2018 CAASPPS 
when ELA and Math are combined (-49 v. -46), and to [!¦{5Ωǎ combined average (-49 v. -44). 
 
DFS ALL SCHOOLS ς OVERALL AVERAGE                 DFS WITHOUT GIFTED PROGRAM SCHOOLS ς  

OVERALL AVERAGE  
 

 

(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 
 
 
 

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
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Subgroup Performance  
 
Like virtually every school, our statistically significant subgroups show some variance in CAASPP 
proficiency rates.  In 2018, with the overall CAASPP Met/Exceeded rate of 55% in ELA, our subgroups 
were as follows:  Latinx:  53%, Black:  40%, FRPL:  48%, SpEd:  12% and White:  60%. The FRPL rate, while 
lower than overall, is still 87% of the overall proficiency rate, though we are working to eliminate this 
gap via the addition of new staff, more professional development and additional tutoring, as described 
in detail below under the ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎέ section.   In Math, on the 2018 CAASPP with the overall rate of 
14% Met/Exceeded, our subgroups were as follows:  Latinx:  7%, Black:  8%, FRPL:  5%, SpEd: 6% and 
White:  20%.   
 
On internal benchmark exams in Spring of 2019 (from the Key Data System Inspect Common Core Bank), 
our students tested as follows ς a good illustration of how proficiency rates increase at each grade level, 
including for subgroups: 
 
ELA Spring 2019 

 
 Overall 

Met/Exceeded 
FRPL Latinx White 

9th grade 52% 51% 47% 61% 

10th grade 63% 66% 65% 65% 

11th grade 72% 75% 69% 64% 

12th grade 79% 75% 86% 80% 
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Math Spring 2019 

 
 Overall 

Met/Exceeded 
FRPL Latinx White 

9th grade 34% 28% 26% 43% 

10th grade 42% 44% 43% 43% 

11th grade 62% 56% 55% 64% 

12th grade 60% 59% 50% 75% 

 
(Internal Data.) 
 
Growth Data 
We note that while CHAMPS has experienced some declines in CAASPP proficiency rates as different 
cohorts of 11th graders have taken the exam since it was first implemented in 2015, these declines have 
mirrored both the Resident Schools, [!¦{5Ωǎ and statewide 11th ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎΩ performance, especially in ELA. 
 

 
It is important to note that unlike schools serving lower grades that have annual testing of several grade 
levels, any άŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎέ in our CAASPP results are simply reflections of different cohorts of students, not a 
single group of students decreasing their proficiency levels over time.  We of course are working to 
reverse this downward trend, and are pleased that our focus on Math (detailed more fully below) is 
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showing results with a major jump in 2019, bringing us on par with the Resident Schools Average, LAUSD 
and the state. 
 
Furthermore, our internal benchmark data shows steady growth for individual cohorts of students year 
over year.  The Class of 2019, for example, grew from 55% proficient in English in fall 2015 to 80% 
proficient in spring 2015.  And in Math, this same cohort of students went from 45% proficient to 60% 
over two years (2017-18 and 2018-19).   
 

 

 
(Internal data.) 
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According to the California Charter Schools Association, which ran its own analysis of our DFS rates over 
the charter term, the 2019 overall (combined ELA and Math) DFS rate will be -41 ς bringing us back to 

where we were in 2016.6  
 

Year CHAMPS OVERALL DFS 

2019 -41 

2018 -49 

2017 -49 

2016 -41 

 
Graduation Rate 
In 2018, CHAMPS had a 4-year cohort graduation rate of 91%, higher than both the 88% average for all 
20 Resident Schools, and [!¦{5Ωǎ district-wide average of 80%.  This was a slight increase over our 2017 
4-year cohort graduation rate of 89%; our upward trend should continue with our 2019 rate expected to 
be 92%. 

 
(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 

 
As illustrated above, our ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ 4-year cohort graduation rates outpaced the Resident {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ 
Averages and LAUSD across almost every measure: 

¶ FRPL students were on par with the Resident {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ Average (87% at CHAMPS compared to 
88%) and higher than LAUSD (80%); 

¶ 92% of /I!at{Ω EL students graduated, 29 percentage points higher than the Resident Schools 
average (63%), and 37 percentage points higher than [!¦{5Ωǎ rate of 55%; 

¶ 71% of /I!at{Ω SpEd students graduated, higher than LAUSD rate of 63% but lower than the 
Resident {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ average of 79%; 

¶ Latino and African American graduation rates at CHAMPS (91% and 92%, respectively) were 
both higher than the Resident Schools (88% and 84%) and LAUSD (79% and 77%).  

 
Graduates Completing all Courses Required for UC/CSU Admissions (A-G Completion Rates) 
/I!at{Ω overall A-G completion rates match [!¦{5Ωǎ 66% average and are three percentage points 
higher than the 20 Resident Schools Average (63%).  Subgroup performance again is strong, matching or 
exceeding the comparisons in most measures: 

                                                 
6
 CCSA notes, ά!ǎ the state has not yet calculated and released the ά5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ from {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ (DFS) calculations, CCSA has constructed its 

own estimate, which we have done every year and which is 98% correlated with 5C{Φέ  (CCSA Memo to CHAMPS.) 

 

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
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¶ 60% of our FRPL students met A-G, on par with the Resident Schools (61%) and slightly lower 
than LAUSD (65%); 

¶ 55% of CHAMPS EL graduates completed the A-G required courses, 17 percentage points higher 
than the Resident Schools average (35%) and the district-wide average of 48%; 

¶ For Special Education, CHAMPS significantly outpaced both LAUSD and the Resident Schools 
average as well, with 50% compared to [!¦{5Ωǎ 40%, and the Resident Schools average of 35%; 

¶ While our Latino A-G rates (54%) were slightly lower than the Resident Schools (58%) and LAUSD 
(65%), our African American A-G rates (55%) were 10 percentage points higher than the 
Resident Schools (45%) and on par with LAUSD (54%). 

 

 
(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 

 
SAT and ACT  
Based on SAT results, our ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ college readiness compared to the 20 Resident Schools and LAUSD 
averages is quite strong.  In 2018, 84% of our 12th graders met the SAT ELA Benchmark, stronger than all 
of the 20 Resident Schools (including those serving significant gifted student populations), and a full 24 
percentage points higher than the Resident {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ average SAT ELA (60%) and 28 percentage points 
higher than the LAUSD average (56%). 

 
 

Source: https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest 

http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest
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On the math portion of the SAT, 44% of CHAMPS students met the SAT benchmark, higher than 16 of 
the 20 Resident Schools (with the exception, not surprisingly, of schools that have significant GATE 
populations), 8 percentage points higher than the Resident Schools average (36%) and 13 percentage 
points higher than the LAUSD average (31%). 
 

 
Source: https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest 

 
On the ACT exam in 2018, 56% of CHAMPS 12th graders scored 21 points or higher, 9 percentage points 
higher than the Resident {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ average (45%) and 26 percentage points higher than their peers across 
LAUSD (30%).  /I!at{Ω 2018 average ACT score of 23 points was four points higher than the LAUSD 
average of 19. 
 

 
Source: https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest 

 
Notably, these outcomes translate directly into college admissions: 56% of /I!at{Ω 2018 graduates 
were admitted to four-year colleges and universities, and another 44% were admitted to two-year 
programs.  In 2019, 52% were admitted to four-year programs and 46% were admitted to 2-year 
colleges/universities.  Our graduates in 2018 and 2019 have received acceptances to prestigious colleges 
and universities including:  Stanford University, Pomona College, all nine UCs, all CSUs to which 
applications were submitted (21/23), Chapman University, Loyola Marymount University, California 
Institute of the Arts, Santa Clara University, San Francisco Conservatory of Music, Colorado State 
University, Tuskegee University, University of Washington, Rochester Institute of Technology, New York 

https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest
https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest
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University, Emerson College, University of Michigan, Rhode Island School of Design, Beloit College, 
University of Iowa, Brandeis University, American University and many more.  
 
AP Participation and Passing rates (2016-2019) 
CHAMPS currently offers 13 AP courses, 
including AP Biology, AP English Literature and 
Composition, AP Calculus A/B, AP Spanish, AP 
Italian and AP Studio Art.  In 2017-18, 20% of 
our 10th-12th graders took at least one AP exam; 
in 2018-19, 21% took at least one AP exam.  Our 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ performance on these exams has been 
strong, with 51% earning a 3 out of 5 or higher 
on the exams they took in 2017-18 and 11% 
earning the top mark of 5.  These percentages 
outpace both the 20 Resident {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ average 
(44%) and LAUSD (41%) for җо and for a score of 
5 (8% both Resident {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ average and 
LAUSD).   

Source: https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest  
 
English Learner Reclassification Rate 
With a relatively small percentage of English Learners (3% of enrollment in 2018-19), our reclassification 
rates have fluctuated, based on the needs of our students, but were higher than the ever-increasing 
District rates in 2019 and significantly higher in 2017: 
 

 CHAMPS District 

2019 28.6% 22.8% 

2018 14.3% 20.1% 

2017 52.2 % 16.8% 

2016 3.4% 12.1% 

(https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest) 
 
Student Attendance Rate 
/I!at{Ω student attendance rates have been consistent and strong over the charter term, averaging 
94% - 97%. (Internal Data.) 

 
Suspension/Expulsion Rate 
Our emphasis on restorative justice and conflict resolution has clearly played a role in the very positive 
school climate CHAMPS has established, resulting in low suspension and expulsion rates (1-3% over the 
past four years, with just one expulsion).  (See Element 10 for more information about these efforts.) 
 

Year 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Suspension number 12 14 29 20 

Suspension rate 1% 2% 3% 2% 

Expulsion number  1 0 0 0 

Expulsion rate  0% 0% 0% 0% 

(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 

https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest
https://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest
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LAUSD Charter Schools Division Annual Oversight Report 
CHAMPS has received positive Annual Oversight Visit reports with staff from [!¦{5Ωǎ Charter Schools 
Division (CSD).  In our most recent Oversight Visit Report, dated February 12, 2019, we received the 
following ratings:  

 

 
CDS staff noted several ά!ǊŜŀǎ of Demonstrated Strength and/or tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΥέ 

 
Governance 

¶ GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE AND EVALUTATION OF SCHOOL LEADER(S):  The governing 
Board has fully implemented the organizational structure set forth in approved charter, 
including any mandated committees/councils, and a highly developed system for the 
evaluation of the school leader(s).  

¶ BROWN ACT:  The Governing Board complies with all material provisions of the Brown Act. 
Binder documentation provides evidence that board meetings occur regularly, comply with 
open meeting requirements, and that the board meeting calendar, agenda and minutes are 
posted and maintained including on the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ website.  

¶ STAFFING:  The Governing Board has established and monitors comprehensive policies and 
procedures to ensure staffing in compliance with applicable provisions of law and the 
charter related to qualifications, clearances, credentialing, and assignment requirements.  

 
Student Achievement and Educational Performance 

¶ SBAC SCHOOLWIDE ELA:  The schoolwide percentage of students who Meet and Exceed 
Standards in 11th Grade on the SBAC in ELA is at a rate higher than the Resident Schools 
Median (55.15% to 52.58%) 

¶ ά!¢ wL{Yέ ENGLISH LEARNENRS:  The ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ percentage of ά!ǘ wƛǎƪέ English Learners is at 
a rate similar to the Resident Schools Median (1.0% to 1.0%) 

¶ LONG TERM ENGLISH LEARNERS (LTELs):  The ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ percentage of LTELS is at a rate 
similar to the Resident Schools Median (8.8% to 8.3%) 

¶ FOUR-YEAR COHORT GRADATION RATE:  The ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rate is 
at a rate higher than Resident Schools Median (90.8% to 76.6%) 

 
Organizational Management, Programs and Operations 

¶ SCHOOL SAFETY AND OPERATIONS:  SCHOOL SAFETY PLAN AND PROCEDURES:  The school 
has a well-developed system in place to ensure protection of student and staff health and 
safety, and compliance with applicable legal and charter requirements related to health and 
safety.  

¶ IMPLEMENTATION OF KEY FEATURES OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM:  The school has fully 
implemented the key features of the educational program described in the charter 
including:  Media Arts, Performing Arts, Robotics, Written Arts and Liberal Arts Academies; 
Integrated Arts Education; Students led productions, written, directed and performed by 
CHAMPS students; First year participation in the California state Thespian festival; choir 
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department won sweepstakes award; four seniors participated in quartet festival at 
California State University, Fullerton; Advanced vocal ensemble was invited to two choral 
festivals at CSU Fullerton, as well as Azusa Pacific University to work with world renown 
choral directors. 

¶ SCHOOL CLIMATE AND STUDENT DISCIPLINE:  The school has a well-developed school 
climate and student discipline system in place that is aligned with the principles of the 
Discipline Foundation Policy and School Climate Bill or Rights.  

¶ STAKEHOLDER COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPARENCY:  The school has a well-developed 
communications system to share information with stakeholders via its documents available 
both manually, electronically and on its website.  

 
Fiscal Operations 
CHAMPS fiscal condition is positive and the school has been upward trending since the 2014-15 
through 2016-17 fiscal year.  According to the 2017-18 independent audit report, the school had 
positive net assets of $850,507 and a net loss of ($441,959).  The 2018-2019 First Interim 
Projections project positive net assets of $885,406 and net income of $34,899.  

 
(LAUSD CSD Annual Oversight Visit Report, February 12, 2019.) 

 
Success Of The Key Features Of The Educational Program 
 
/I!at{Ω themed academies help students excel in their chosen field, developing self-confidence and 
motivation during their critical adolescent years.  At CHAMPS learning is made visible in all of our 
academies through public performances, competitions, contest entries, and dozens of on-campus 
events.  Students live out their passion as we foster our mission to άŜŘǳŎŀǘŜΣ guide, and inspire creative 
and critical thinking through artistic ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 
 
Core components supporting the CHAMPS philosophy and mission include: 
 

Academy Structure CHAMPS is organized into Academies that provide students with extended 
periods and expanded opportunities in a variety of subject areas. We offer small arts-infused 
academic classes including honors and Advanced Placement. Students select and enter one 
Academy upon admission, with the exception of the Written Arts Academy,7 which students may 
enter their sophomore year.  Students at CHAMPS enter one of the following academies starting in 
9th grade:  Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Digital Media, Digital Cinema, Music, Dance, Theatre Arts, 
Robotics, (starting in 10th grade) Written Arts and new in 2020, Programming and Game Design.   
 
From School to Work Emphasis   Learning at CHAMPS has a real world professional focus on training 
students to develop knowledge and skills they will use in the άǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘέ well beyond high school, 
whether they plan to pursue a career in the performing arts, use technology to express their 
creativity, or create high quality digital content for print and web.  In 2019, 10% of CHAMPS 
graduates indicated plans to go on to a CTE field or the military. We also have students who go 
directly to work in the industry, being picked up for sitcoms, musicals, and band tours. 
 
Collaborative/Cross Curricular Instruction   Teachers work closely with the performing arts and 
technology directors to provide instruction that effectively utilizes the technology available on 

                                                 
7 Name change to Global Impact in 2020-21. 



   

 

 
CHAMPS Charter Renewal Petition        22 

campus and student interest in, music, dance, robotics, digital media, cinema, written arts, robotics 
and theatre arts.   Assignments and lectures often capitalize on some aspect of the performing arts 
and the large number of students who sing, dance, and/or act. 
 
Community Service   Students complete 25 hours of community service per year as a part of their 
graduation requirements.8  This requirement is prorated for students who enter CHAMPS after their 
freshman year. CHAMPS students volunteer at a number of community organizations including, but 
not limited to: 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Hospital  Braille Institute Youth Center 

Encino-Tarzana Medical Center California Environments Projects 

Northridge Medical Center Down Syndrome Association 

Valley Presbyterian Hospital  Family Services of Los Angeles 

West Hills Hospital  Grace Ville 

Motion Picture and Television Hospital Guide Dogs of America 

Activities for Retarded Children (ARC) Habitat for Humanity 

Aids Project LA Jewish Home for the Aging 

American Cancer Association Kheir Adult Day Health Care Center  

American Heart Association LA Works 

American Lung Association Loaves and Fishes Food 

Blind /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Center  

 
College Going Culture   We provide parents, students, and teachers with the tools to enable 
CHAMPS seniors to effectively complete college applications, secure funding, and be successful in 
obtaining acceptance in a college or university.  The administrative team and counselors review data 
on college acceptance, student performance on SAT/PSAT, ACT and AP exams, and state 
standardized tests (including CAASPP) and then identify trends and areas indicating weakness. 
CHAMPS has graduated its eleventh senior class in June 2019, and we are proud to report that our 
school has indeed already developed into a notably strong and enthusiastic college-going 
community of students with 96% of our Class of 2019 graduates admitted to college and 
approximately 85% of our Class of 2019 students enrolled in either two of four year colleges upon 
graduation.  CHAMPS also has a Memorandum of Understanding with Los Angeles Valley 
Community College, Los Angeles City College and Pierce College to offer an Advanced College 
Enrollment (ACE) program.  This allows students to take college courses on our campus (led by 
college faculty) and earn concurrent credit, all at no charge to the student.  Each semester, 30-40 
students participate in this program; students also earn dual enrollment credits over the summer at 
LAVC, Pierce, and other community colleges. 
 

                                                 
8 Students who fail to meet this requirement by the date of the graduation ceremony are permitted to participate in the ceremony, then may 
continue to turn in community service hours during the summer, at which point the diploma is issued. 
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Community Arts Outreach   Our student and staff forge partnerships within and beyond the 
community in a variety of ways. We perform in the community at the annual Sherman Oaks Street 
Fair, Councilwomen Nury aŀǊǘƛƴŜȊΩǎΣ Van Nuys Arts Festival, Assembly member bŀȊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎΣ Art Walk 
and Creativity Summit, and US Congressman /ŀǊŘŜƴŀǎΩ Congressional Art competition. Throughout 
the year, we invite middle school students to attend CHAMPS performances to share the talents of 
our dancers, theatre and music programs.  We have also formed ongoing relationships with local 
arts institutions including Soraya Performing Arts Center, LACMA, the Music Center Theatre Group, 
Theatre West and The Wallis. 
 
Structured Support and Intervention CHAMPS has an Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Student 
Support, a Director of Special Education, five Special Education teachers, a school psychologist, DIS 
Counselor, Educational Therapist, Director of Attendance and Truancy Intervention, two academic 
counselors, and two college counselors, all of whom offer structured support and intervention to 
our students. CHAMPS also has an EL coordinator who teaches an EL support class and has time built 
into her schedule to monitor student progress in their classrooms.  CHAMPS has embraced a 
coteaching model to provide support for students with IEPs.  Each student is assigned both an 
academic counselor and guidance counselor to support the student through high school and to 
make them college and career ready. The intervention team meets weekly to review student 
progress. The success of the program can be seen through not only high graduation rates, but 
continuance to college.  

 
Success Of The SchoolΩs Educational Program In Meeting The Specific Needs Of Its Student Population 
 
CHAMPS has long enjoyed a very diverse student community, with 2018-19 enrollment: 
 

41% Hispanic 
40% White 
10% Black 
7% Two or More Races 
3% Asian/Filipino/Pacific Islander 

(http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/) 
 
54% of our students in 2018-19 qualified for Free or Reduced-Price Lunch (FRPL); 14% were Students 
with Disabilities; and 3% were English Learners (Spanish, Armenian, Hebrew and Russian) with another 
21% RFEP.  
 
As detailed extensively in Sections 1.a. and 1.b. above, CHAMPS has met ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ needs successfully 
across a variety of measures, with strong graduation rates, college admittance and enrollment, 
reclassifying our English Learners and more.  Our students are able to explore and develop their passions 
through our Academies, all while preparing for college and meaningful careers. 
 
Areas Of Challenge The School Has Experienced And How They Will Be Improved In The New Charter 
Term 
 
Student Proficiency on CAASPPs  
Like many high schools, CHAMPS has struggled to help all students achieve proficiency in math.  In 2018, 
14% of CHAMPS students Met or Exceeded standards in math on the CAASPP.  In ELA, while our 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ performance is much stronger (55% Met/Exceeded), we know we can do better. 
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The Math department underwent a significant revamping in personnel over the last two years, including 
teachers taking maternity and health leaves and moving out of state.  There was a change in department 
chair leadership and all new math teachers were hired. Until the transition was complete, we had hired 
long-term substitute teachers who were not highly qualified math teachers. Ultimately, this impacted 
student learning.  Based on our initial review of the not yet published CAASPP scores in math, we are 
encouraged by the 11 percentage point gain to 25% Met/Exceeded in math on the 2019 CASPP. In ELA, 
we are working on improvement in reading nonfiction text (a weak point amid high English scores). 
 
We have implemented a number of changes to bolster student academic achievement and support ς 
including for mental health, as we have seen a spike in mental health referrals and suicidal ideation.  
Specifically, we have: 

¶ Added an Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction, a Head of Attendance and Truancy 
Intervention, and as detailed more fully below, an MFT intern to work on supporting the socio-
emotional needs of students.  We also signed an MOU with Family Guidance Center to provide 
mental health services on our campus for socioeconomically disadvantaged students and their 
families, and our staff are trained on helping students who are experiencing trauma. 

¶ Our staff is focused (and trained) on restorative practices in response to disciplinary problems 
with alternatives to suspension. 

¶ Math teachers attended the Southern CA math conference, and as noted above, the Math 
Department is now fully staffed with experienced and qualified teachers. 

¶ A new lunch tutoring program has been instituted with a credentialed teacher and peer tutors. 
This benefits all students, but has been a tremendous resource for students that are 
socioeconomically disadvantaged. Our faculty and administration continue to monitor internal 
benchmarks in their Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) to inform instruction 
differentiation and reteaching. 

¶ Purchased Xerox Easy Translator Service that allows us to translate documents in up to 40 
languages and output into 20 different file formats. This aids in our outreach to our growing 
Latino community and other non-English speaking stakeholders. 

¶ To help bolster state test scores, we purchased a Chromebook cart for the Math Department 
and Special Education Department to help ensure students are prepared to take online 
assessments and prepare for these tests.   We now offer the CAASPP with ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ own 
teachers over a period of a week rather one five-hour test day out of their classrooms.  To help 
ensure students take these assessments seriously, we now offer academic incentives:  students 
who άƳŜŜǘ or exceed ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ get a 5% increase in their second-semester grades (AP or 
honors students only get this if they άŜȄŎŜŜŘέ standards).  We also remind students that CAASPP 
scores appear on their transcripts. 

¶ Additionally, we discuss changes in testing during College Knowledge Night for juniors and their 
parents, and offer a ά.ƻƻǘ /ŀƳǇέκǊŜŦǊŜǎƘŜǊ in math for all juniors.  Teachers (math, English and 
RSP) also receive in-service on the tools found on the CAASPP website. 

 
Moving forward, we are implementing some new initiatives to further improve our programs: 

¶ In 2018-2019, CHAMPS was named a recipient of the Commission on Teacher /ǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭƛƴƎΩǎΣ 
Local Solution Grant for three years to help hire and retain qualified Special Education teacher.  
As a result, we are able to add three SPED interns in 2019-2020, and will move to a co-teaching 
model for SpEd students. CHAMPS will work in conjunction with California State ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 
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Center for Teaching and Learning to support our interns and assist the school as we move to this 
new co-teaching model of service delivery.  

¶ Intro to Algebra is being replaced with Algebra I plus Algebra Support Lab, which will allow 
students to complete three years of math (required for graduation) including Algebra II 
(required for A-G).  This should help to increase math proficiency on state testing as well as 
increase our A-G completion rate.  Our Math Department faculty also will benefit from a year-
long, intensive on-site professional development program with the UCLA Math Curtis Center, 
funded by Low Performing Student Grant funds. 

¶ For students struggling in English and earning a D or F their freshman year, we are offering a 
concurrent English Lab for focused intervention and support.  We also will offer an online credit 
recovery class during the school year that is taught by an English teacher. The curriculum will be 
blended to incorporate standards-based writing.   All 9th graders also will take an Achieve 3000 
Lexile screening test to determine which students need 10th grade intervention.  We will be 
piloting Achieve 3000 for intervention, particularly with SpEd and low-performing students.   

 
As always, CHAMPS believes in continuous learning for all members of our school community, including 
our faculty and administration, to ensure that we are continually pushing ourselves to meet our 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ needs with research-based solutions. 
 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ Psycho-Emotional Needs 
Over our 15 year history, CHAMPS has weathered various changes with our ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ needs, but this 
past year has seen an unprecedented spike in students exhibiting depression, anxiety, childhood 
trauma, substance abuse/experimentation with self-medication, suicidal ideation and more.  This has 
taxed our entire school community ς students, teachers, staff and of course families.  A community-wide 
trauma occurred in September 2018 when there was a shooting at a fast food restaurant across the 
street from our campus during the lunch hour.  One of our students and one of our staff were both shot 
and injured (neither were the intended victims of what police say was a gang-related shooting).  While 
we have a full-time psychologist and MFT intern on staff to support our students, and our staff are 
trained on helping students who are experiencing trauma, staff resources were spread thin in the 
aftermath of the shooting ς teachers/staff were themselves traumatized.  LAUSD CARE team counselors 
from the Charter Operated Program come out to CHAMPS to provide additional support. CHAMPS offers 
an Employee Assistance Program (EAP) that allows staff up to three counseling sessions at no cost. 
While we have tried to provide supports as needed, we know that this is an area of need that is growing 
and that we will be struggling to keep pace within the future. 
 
Financial Reserves 
CHAMPS has weathered some fiscal challenges in recent years that have impacted our abilities to 
maintain the recommended reserves, due to a convergence of some unrelated factors: 

¶ First, CHAMPS made a large capital expenditure (over $500,000) in 2015-16 when we moved a 
portion of the school site to a new location. While the new site is adjacent to our main campus, 
it required various tenant improvements, which were financed by a tenant improvement loan 
and the $500k from existing reserves. In addition, CHAMPS facilities leases are expensive. In FY 
18-19, CHAMPS spent $1.68M on leases for the two facilities -- more than $2,300 per pupil.  
Only $810,000 of our lease costs are recouped via state funding (SB 740). 

¶ In FY 17-18, we had a large operating loss due to under-enrollment from budget (we had 
budgeted for 780 students and started the year with 746, but were at 730 at P-2), $40k lower 
than budgeted fundraising revenue, and higher than budgeted special education expenses due 
to increased student needs:  hiring SpEd aides, higher than budgeted school psychologist 
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expense, and $160k for outside SpEd vendors (v. budget of $40k), all add needed support for 
our SpEd students. 

¶ As a result of CHAMPS' operating loss in FY 17-18, our bank (CCU) did not renew our line of 
credit. As a result, CHAMPS needed to begin selling receivables to replace the line of credit. As a 
result of selling receivables, CCU then required CHAMPS to pay off the remaining balance on 
our tenant improvement loan, which in turn required CHAMPS to sell additional receivables, all 
at high interest rates. 

 
To address these challenges, CHAMPS has done and will be doing the following: 

¶ Purposefully reduced staff costs when opportunities arise.  For example, when some staff 
members have left the organization their roles have been assumed by existing staff members 
rather than a full-time replacement, all the way to the top of our organization:  our Principal 
now serves as the Principal/Director since our former Executive Director left in 2018.   We also 
have reduced the amount of available staff stipends for FY 19-20. 

¶ Given the strength of our special education program, CHAMPS has successfully transitioned to 
Option 3 under the LAUSD SELPA which has resulted in significant savings (approximately $360K 
savings in Special Ed Fair Share for FY 18-19). 

¶ CHAMPS has pursued additional revenue through grants, resulting in additional revenues in 
FY18-19 including a CTEIG grant from the State of California for $175,000 to support our CTE 
program, Federal Perkins funding of $12,471 for CTE, $61,257 in Low Performing funds to 
improve our math scores, the Local Solution Grant mentioned above for $100,000 to support 
SpEd over three years, a $10,000 grant from the Italian Federation, and a $750 grant from 
LACOE for homeless student support.  

¶ While we hope to increase enrollment, we are budgeting enrollment projections and fundraising 
revenue more conservatively.  Unfortunately, enrollment for 2019-20 will likely be down from 
last year, largely attributed to the shooting across the street from our campus in September 
2018.  Aside from press linking CHAMPS to the shooting, we missed some key middle school 
outreach events as we dealt with the aftermath of the shooting; the UTLA strike in January 
impacted our participation in additional outreach events.  We have attempted to counter these 
challenges via a Facebook Ad campaign and actively contacting students who have expressed 
interest in our program.  The CTEIG grant and Perkins funding will enable us to make significant 
investments in our Design, Visual and Media Arts; Production and Managerial Arts; and 
Performing Arts CTE programs, which is expected to increase interest, and hence enrollment, in 
our unique program. 

¶ We are taking action to lower the number of receivables we need to sell.  In FY 18-19, CHAMPS 
had an outstanding balance as high as $1.5 million. In FY 19-20, we will sell no more than 
$750,000 and will end the year with no more than $400,000. We currently anticipate continuing 
to sell receivables into FY 20-21 at which point in time we expect to be able to transition to a 
bank line of credit. 

¶ We are re-evaluating our master schedule to identify potential cost efficiencies in staff 
assignments and the total number of staff needed.  We also are looking to lower our facilities 
lease costs, potentially by having the entire school in one facility to match conservative 
enrollments. 

 
CHAMPSΩ unaudited actuals show a net income of $114,000 in FY 18-19. In addition, the school is 
projected to have $210,000 of non-cash depreciation expense in FY 18-19, so the operating cash flow is 
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$334,000. We are confident we will successfully mitigate these fiscal challenges and build a solid reserve 
going forward. 
 

C. STUDENT POPULATION TO BE SERVED 
 
TARGET POPULATION 
  
CHAMPS serves students in grades 9-12, targeting those who have an expressed interest in the arts 
and/or technology as it is applied to the arts.  In 2018-19, CHAMPS enrollment was 779 students:   41% 
Hispanic/Latino, 40% White, 10 % African American, 7% Two or More Races and 3% Asian; 54% qualified 
for Free or Reduced Price Lunch and 3% were English Learners (many different languages), with another 
21% Redesignated Fluent-Proficient.   
 

 
(https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/). 

 
CHAMPS students come from 78 different zip codes, with the overwhelming majority residing within 
LAUSD boundaries. CHAMPS historically has served as a feeder high school for the award-winning 
performing arts program, Millikan Middle School, located in Sherman Oaks.  

39.5%
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1.4%
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https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
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                        (internal data in Q SIS)  
 
ENROLLMENT PLAN 
 
CHAMPS is authorized to serve up to 1,000 students in grades 9-12.  In 2013, LAUSD approved a material 
revision to CHAMPSΩ Charter to include a small Independent Study program. This program provides a 
flexible instructional format for up to 50 students who are unable to attend site-based courses due to 
social, medical or professional needs.  For the non-traditional student, the Independent Study Program 
provides an opportunity for a comprehensive high school education, offering core academics specially 
tailored for the individual.  The same high academic standards and expectations of CHAMPSΩ site-based 
program apply in each Independent Study Course, with the ultimate goal of preparing each student for 
success beyond high school.  (The Independent Study program is described in detail at the end of 
Element 1, below.)  Total enrollment thus includes up to 950 students in our site-based program and up 
to 50 Independent Study students.9 
 

 Enrollment Plan 

  2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 

 
Grade 9 

Site-Based 202 206 228 248 260 

Independent 
Study 

8 8 9 11 12 

 
Grade 10 

Site-Based 191 202 212 235 250 

Independent 
Study 

8 8 9 11 12 

                                                 
9 Each year, our Board and lead staff carefully evaluate enrollment projections and outreach/application data to ensure we are conservatively 
planning our budgets as we work to increase enrollment. 
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Grade 11 Site-Based 200 190 201 225 240 

Independent 
Study 

8 8 9 12 13 

 
Grade 12 

Site-Based 163 193 188 201 200 

Independent 
Study 

8 10 10 12 13 

 TOTAL 788 825 866 955 1000 

 
D. GOALS AND PHILOSOPHY 

 
MISSION AND VISION 
 
CHAMPS mission statement is as follows:  CHAMPS educates, guides, and inspires creative and critical 
thinking through artistic experience.  
 
Our vision is that every student who graduates from Charter High School of the Arts ς Multimedia and 
Performing will be ŀΧ 
 

1. Champion of Academic Excellence: Proficient or above in the areas of English Literature, History, 
Mathematics, Science, Foreign Language and Performing Arts/Technology; 
 
2. Champion of Social Responsibility: Energized citizens prepared to lead their communities by 
example toward a peaceful and healthy environment; 
 
3. Champion of Self-Expression: Creative thinkers able to evaluate, organize, and produce solutions 
in a complex technological and artistic world with practical and theoretical foundations; and 
 
4. Champion of Lifelong Learning: Skilled in critical thinking strategies necessary to adapt to a rapidly 
evolving world. 

 
                            ...Through the Arts. 
 
AN ά9DUCATED PERSONέ IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
 
ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ in turn is the process of learning to create ourselves, and it is what the arts, both as a 
process and as the result of that process, promote. Work in the arts is not only a way of creating 

performances and products:  it is a way of creating our lives by expanding our consciousness, shaping our 
dispositions, satisfying our quest for meaning, establishing contact with others, and sharing a ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ 

-- Elliot Eisner, The Arts and the Creation of Mind10 
 

                                                 
10 Eisner, Elliot W.  The Arts and Creation of Mind, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2004, p. 3 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































