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- - - - 
The meeting convened at  1:10 p.m. 

- - - - 
 
OPENING REMARKS 
 
Chairperson LaMotte highlighted the items to be discussed during the meeting, and introduced the 
Committee Members present. 
 
RECOGNITION OF THE TRANSPORTATION CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION PERSONNEL 
 
Chairperson LaMotte presented Certificates of Recognition to the District’s Transportation Charitable 
Association Committee for their participation in the Christmas Adopt a School Event on December 18, 
2008, at Virginia Road Elementary School, on December 18, 2008. She indicated that the spirit of 
Christmas was reflected in the outstanding work done by Santa and his helpers, “people from the District 
giving back to the community and to boys and girls”. She highlighted that the Transportation Charitable 
Association staff brings the Christmas spirit of giving and sharing. The transportation staff distributed 
food bags for the needy families and toys to all boys and girls in the school. She said that this event was 
so significant, and the festivities so special that Board District 1 wanted to acknowledge each member for 
their outstanding work. Chairperson LaMotte showed a video clip, produced by KLCS, capturing the 
spirit of the day at Virginia Road Elementary School. Ms. Odessa Taylor, Principal, Virginia Road 
Elementary, expressed her appreciation for the special opportunity and experience during this exciting 
time. She thanked the Transportation Charitable Association Committee for making this holiday season a 
special event for the school, families, and children.  
 
Mr. Enrique Boull’t thanked the Committee for recognizing his staff for the rewarding and outstanding 
work they have been doing for 17 years. Ms. Armida Navarro, Parent Resource Liaison, Customer 
Service, Transportation Branch, and coordinator of this event, stated that her committee has visited 
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numerous schools across the District and served approximately 20,000 children, throughout the years. 
Their goal is to bring the Holiday spirit to the children and their families. Chairperson LaMotte presented 
two special awards to: 1) Virginia Road Elementary School, and 2) Transportation Charitable Association 
Committee. In addition, she presented a Certificate of Recognition to each member: 
 
Mr. Enrique Boull’t Ms. Mildred Alecio  Ms. Shirley Duran 
Mr. David Palmer Ms. Priscilla Achucarro  Ms. Clarence Hutchison 
Ms. Armida Navarro Ms. Sheri Armstrong  Mr. David Lee 
Mr. Salvador Beltran,  Ms. Monica Chairez  Mr. Brett Van Liew 
  Acting Santa Claus  

- - - - 
Chairperson LaMotte made a special announcement regarding the 2009-2010 Magnet School Choices 
Application; and invited Ms. Sharon Curry, Assistant Superintendent, Student Integration Services, to 
briefly discuss this item. Ms. Curry encouraged parents to submit the 2009-2010 Choices application by 
Friday, January 9, 2009. The applications must be received in the District’s Student Integration Services 
(Magnet) Office by 5 p.m. Additional information can be obtained in the brochure or at 
http://echoices.lausd.net.  

- - - - 
PERIOD-BY-PERIOD ATTENDANCE REPORTING PROCESS 
 
Cynthia Lim introduced the item and the staff making the presentation, Mr. Dan Cruz, Director, Student 
Information Systems, Ms.Vicki Gonzales, Coordinator, Student Information Systems, and Ms. Maria Luz 
Marquez, Pupil Services and Attendance Coordinator, Local District 5. Their presentation included a brief 
overview of the automated period-by-period attendance procedure, monitoring reports, and attendance 
practices and policy implications.  
 
Mr. Cruz provided a brief overview and history, and noted that the District will be developing and 
implementing a comprehensive strategic planning model that utilizes research, data and outcome based 
goals to improve the District’s attendance rate to 96% by 2013. He stated that researchers have identified 
several key indicators of students who most likely will drop out: 
 

• Poor grades in core subjects, low attendance, and failure to be promoted to the next grade. 
• More than half of sixth graders who attended school less than 80% of the time, received a low 

final grade from teachers in behavior, and fail either Math or English. 
• Eighth-graders who missed five weeks of school or fail Math or English have at least a 75%  

chance of dropping out of high school. 
 
Mr. Cruz indicated that period-by-period attendance reporting is intended to improve accountability for 
each student’s attendance, and to ensure the accuracy of the District’s actual attendance numbers. Ms. 
Gonzales briefly explained the attendance and monitoring process. Ms. Marquez discussed the best 
communication practices, and the repercussions for not submitting attendance correctly; such as, audit, 
sanctions by the state due to over-stated ADA, not keeping accurate attendance records, not sending 
mandated notifications to parents, and an inability to identify and provide services to students with 
attendance problems. Ms. Gonzales and Ms. Marquez showed and discussed the different forms and 
reports that the new system produces. 
 
Ms. Lim responded to questions and concerns from Committee Members. 
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SPEAKERS: 
 
Mr. Tom Carter, private citizen, expressed his concerns regarding students attendance and presented some 
suggestions. 

- - - -  
The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
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1. Opening Remarks Marguerite LaMotte, Chairperson      5 min.   
 
2. Recognition of Transportation                  Marguerite LaMotte, Board District No. 1        10 min.                                                                      
 Staff Charitable Association -  
 Re: Christmas Adopt a School Event  
 At Virginia Road Elementary School  
 
3.  Explanation and Discussion of                       Dr. Cynthia Lim, Assistant Superintendent    20 min. 

the Period By Period Attendance                    Planning and Assessment Division 
 Reporting Process 
 
4. Speakers – Persons who wish to address this committee may sign-up at this meeting. 
 
5. Adjournment 
The Committee may consider and act upon motions, Board Reports, or other business referred to it by the Board of Education or Committee of the Whole, 
with respect to any properly posted matter at a meeting immediately preceding this committee meeting, where the time between that meeting and this 
committee meeting is less than 72 hours.  Members of the public are encouraged to review the order of business or agenda for the meeting of the Board of 
Education or Committee of the Whole. “For more information, go to http://www.laschoolboard.org, Curriculum and Instruction Committee.” 

- - - - 
Requests for disability related modifications or accommodations should be made 24 hours prior to the meeting to the Board Secretariat at 
333 S. Beau dry Ave., 24th Floor, Los Angeles, CA, 90017 or by calling (213) 241-7002 or toll free (877) 772-6273. 

- - - - 
If you or you organization is seeking to influence a purchasing, policy, site selection or any other LAUSD decision, registration may be required under the 
District's Lobbying Disclosure Code.   Please visit www.lausd.net/ethics <http://www.lausd.net/ethics> to determine if you need to register or call the 
LAUSD Ethics Office at:  213-241-3330.  

 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Board of Education, including those submitted after the initial distribution of materials, are 
available for public inspection at the Security Desk on the first floor of the Administrative Headquarters, at the meeting, and at: 
http://beta.laschoolboard.org/node/117 
 


